WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301
JCSM-341-67
16 June 1967 -’

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

Subject: Econometric Study of Target Systems in
North Vietnam (U)

1, 8!!’ The Joint Chiefs of Staff have received and noted
a briefing on a study conducted by the Air Force of the North
Vietnamese economy as it relates to its war potential. A copy
of the briefing script and charts is attached hereto. This
study was noteworthy in its application of econometric techniques
to the analysis of the North Vietnam target base. The analysis

has identified six significant target systems: command and
control, electric power, ports, airfields, industrial, and trans-
portation.

2. @ The study which was initially proposed as a campaign
is nov submitted to you for its value as a concept. It demon-
strates the desirability of attacking these targets as systems,
identifies those targets within a system which are more critical
to system operation than are others, and further identifies those

systems the destruction of which would most adversely affect the
function of other systems.

3. (U) The Joint Chiefs of Staff consider that this Air Force
proposed concept will be a helpful input to you. An oral presen-
tation by the Air Force is available should you desire to receive
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